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Welcome to Worship

The weeks  leading  up  to  Christmas  are  filled  with  special  memories  as
previous holiday seasons come to mind. The Church Year time of Advent
helps us to prepare for the coming of our Lord once again. As we make
those  preparations,  not  only  do  we  look  back  to  the  first  Christmas  as
recorded  by  the  Gospel  writers,  but  we  also  look  even  further  back  in
Scripture to when the Son of God came among His people in other times
and places before His wondrous birth at Bethlehem. In the Old Testament,
we find the details of earlier divine visits that are part of our sacred memory,
and we recall them in these holy days.

[Today’s hymns are printed on pages 9-12 of the bulletin]

T Preparation T

Opening Hymn                         WS 701 – Prepare the Royal Highway

Invocation

P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Opening Sentences     

P O Lord, open my lips
C and my mouth will declare your praise.

P Make haste, O God, to deliver me.
C make haste to help me, O Lord.

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it 
was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Confession and Absolution                

P God is light and in Him is no darkness at all.

C If we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with 
one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from 
all sin.
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P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 
us.

C If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

P Let us, therefore, confess our sins to God, our Father.

C Almighty God, merciful Father, we are sinful by nature, and have 
sinned against You in our thoughts, words, and actions. But we are 
sorry for our transgressions and pray You, of Your bountiful mercy, 
to be gracious and merciful  unto us.  Forgive us for Jesus’ sake,  
renew us by Your Spirit, and lead us in the way everlasting. Amen.

P Jesus Christ is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only, 
but also for the sins of the whole world. We are forgiven. With boldness 
and confidence we may approach the throne to find grace to help in time
of need. In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

Hymn of Praise     TLH 91 (1-3, 9) – Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord
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Salutation

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

P Let us pray. Almighty Father, by the advent of Your Son into the world, 
the kingdom of heaven now is open to all who believe in Him. Give us 
grace to look for the signs of His coming and to receive the Lord Jesus 
as our Emmanuel, God with us. By the working of Your Holy Spirit,  
lead us evermore to serve Him in our lives until  that  day when He  
comes again to claim us as His own for eternity. This we ask in His most
blessed name.

C Amen.

T Word T

Old Testament Reading                                              Isaiah 25:6-9

6 And in this mountain The LORD of hosts will make for all people A feast
of choice pieces, A feast of wines on the lees, Of fat things full of marrow,
Of well-refined wines on the lees.  7 And He will destroy on this mountain
The surface of the covering cast over all people, And the veil that is spread
over all nations. 8 He will swallow up death forever, And the Lord GOD will
wipe away tears from all faces; The rebuke of His people He will take away
from all the earth; For the LORD has spoken.  9 And it will be said in that
day: “Behold, this is our God; We have waited for Him, and He will save us.
This is the LORD; We have waited for Him; We will be glad and rejoice in
His salvation.”

Psalm of the Day                                                              Psalm 24

P The earth is the LORD’s, and all its fullness, 
C The world and those who dwell therein. 
P For He has founded it upon the seas, 
C And established it upon the waters. 
P Who may ascend into the hill of the LORD? 
C Or who may stand in His holy place?
P He who has clean hands and a pure heart, 
C Who has not lifted up his soul to an idol, Nor sworn deceitfully. 
P He shall receive blessing from the LORD, 
C And righteousness from the God of his salvation. 
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P This is Jacob, the generation of those who seek Him, 
C Who seek Your face.
P Lift  up your  heads,  O you gates!  And be lifted up,  you everlasting  

doors! 
C And the King of glory shall come in. 
P Who is this King of glory? The LORD strong and mighty, 
C The LORD mighty in battle. 
P Lift up your heads, O you gates! Lift up, you everlasting doors! 
C And the King of glory shall come in. 
P Who is this King of glory? 
C The LORD of hosts, He is the King of glory.

Gospel Reading                                                             John 15:1-8

1 “I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every branch in Me
that does not bear fruit He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit He
prunes, that it may bear more fruit.  3 You are already clean because of the
word which I have spoken to you. 4 Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch
cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless
you abide in Me. 5 “I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in
Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing. 6 If
anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch and is withered; and
they gather them and throw them into the fire, and they are burned. 7 If you
abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and
it shall be done for you. 8 By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much
fruit; so you will be My disciples.

Alleluia

P Blessed are they who hear the Word of God and keep it.
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Confession of Faith                                                 Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit,  born of  the  virgin Mary,  suffered  under  Pontius  Pilate,  was
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right
hand of God the Father almighty. From there He will  come to judge the
living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of
saints,  the  forgiveness  of  sins,  the  resurrection of  the  body,  and  the  life
everlasting. Amen.

Hymn                                     WS 705 – Come, O Long-Expected Jesus

Sermon Text                                                              Exodus 3:1-14

1 Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of
Midian. And he led the flock to the back of the desert, and came to Horeb,
the mountain of God.  2 And the Angel of the LORD appeared to him in a
flame of fire from the midst of a bush. So he looked, and behold, the bush
was burning with fire, but the bush was not consumed. 3 Then Moses said, “I
will now turn aside and see this great sight, why the bush does not burn.” 4

So when the LORD saw that he turned aside to look, God called to him from
the midst of the bush and said, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” 5

Then He said, “Do not draw near this place. Take your sandals off your feet,
for the place where you stand is holy ground.” 6 Moreover He said, “I am the
God of your father—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of
Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look upon God. 7 And
the LORD said: “I have surely seen the oppression of My people who are in
Egypt, and have heard their cry because of their taskmasters,  for I know
their sorrows. 8 So I have come down to deliver them out of the hand of the
Egyptians, and to bring them up from that land to a good and large land, to a
land flowing with milk and honey, to the place of the Canaanites and the
Hittites  and  the  Amorites  and  the  Perizzites  and  the  Hivites  and  the
Jebusites. 9 Now therefore, behold, the cry of the children of Israel has come
to Me, and I have also seen the oppression with which the Egyptians oppress
them. 10 Come now, therefore, and I will send you to Pharaoh that you may
bring My people, the children of Israel, out of Egypt.” 11 But Moses said to
God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh, and that I should bring the
children of Israel out of Egypt?” 12 So He said, “I will certainly be with you.
And this shall be a sign to you that I have sent you: When you have brought
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the people out of Egypt, you shall  serve God on this mountain.”  13 Then
Moses said to God, “Indeed, when I come to the children of Israel and say to
them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they say to me,
‘What is His name?’ what shall I say to them?” 14 And God said to Moses, “I
AM WHO I AM.” And He said, “Thus you shall say to the children of Israel,
‘I AM has sent me to you.’ ”

Old Testament Christmas

Offertory                                                                       TLH 50 st. 2

Hymn                                 TLH 62 – Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel

General Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer

7



Benediction

P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.

C Amen.

Closing Hymn                               TLH 99  – Now Are the Days Fulfilled

Hymns and liturgical settings under copyright are used by permission through Concordia
Publishing House License #000014358 or OneLicense.net #A-729565. Scripture taken from
the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission.
All  rights  reserved.  Bulletin  cover  art  is  courtesy  of  Communication  Resources  Inc.,
copyright © 1983-2021. Used by Permission. All rights reserved.
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